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Former 'Science' Building Named After Local Brewery
Fontbonne University announced
at a ceremony Oct. 17 that it had
officially re-named its science
building Anheuser-Busch Hall.
In addition to numerous other
past significant gifts to the school,
the Anheuser-Busch Foundation
recently provided a $1 million gift
to the university to add new student
facilities and renovate current
classrooms in the now AnheuserBusch Hall.
“For nearly a quarter of a century,
Anheuser-Busch and its charitable
foundation have supported the
mission and vision of Fontbonne
University, benefitting countless
students,” said Dr. Dennis Golden,
Fontbonne president. “This latest
gift - one of the largest in our
history - demonstrates once again
what a tremendous corporate citizen
Anheuser-Busch continues to be."
The new Anheuser-Busch Hall,
more familiar to alumni as the
science building, will undergo major
renovations in the coming months,
see AB Hall on page 3

Participating in the announcement and dedication of Anheuser-Busch Hall are (left to right) Rachel Hanson,
president of Fontbonne’s student government association; Sister Helen Flemington, CSJr Fontbonne trustee and
member of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet province leadership; Bonnie Eckelkamp, Fontbonne trustee and
co-chair of Fontbonne’s comprehensive fundraising campaign; Joseph B. McGlynn Jr., Fontbonne trustee and chair
of the development committee; Dr. Dennis Golden, Fontbonne president; Daniel J. Ferry Jr., chair of Fontbonne’s
board of trustees; Sister Jane Hassett, CSJ, archivist and former president of Fontbonne; and Laura Reeves, senior
director, foundation and corporate giving, Anheuser-Busch Foundation.

Famed Author Brings Humanitarian Message Here
Greg Mortenson was a recent Nobel Peace Prize nominee.

by Mark E. Johnson

where he spoke to faculty, students, staff, boardmembers and other

He’s also - at any given time or all at once - a humanitarian, an

guests. He discussed his efforts to bring education — especially for

international peace-maker and a best-selling author. And now he can
also be described as a “friend of Fontbonne University.”

girls — and peace to these volatile and remote corners of the world.
"To welcome Greg Mortenson to campus and to be inspired by

Mortenson was in St. Louis recently to give the keynote address

his transformational humanltarianism brings to life the compelling

at the Big Read, a free, annual book festival. His book, "Three Cups
of Tea,” has spent 140 weeks on the New York Times best-seller list.
It details his journey to establish dozens of successful schools in

message of peace articulated so well in his book," said Dr. Dennis
Golden, Fontbonne president. "Mr. Mortenson’s dedication to such

rural Afghanistan and Pakistan. Fontbonne, one of the sponsors of
Mortenson's keynote address, invited the author to campus Oct. 10,

a meaningful educational mission is a rewarding validation of what
we strive to do at Fontbonne. This occasion was one of the most
significant days of my personal and professional career.”
See Mortenson on page 3

A Welcoming Environment
During the first week of classes this fall, Fontbonne faculty
and staff took shifts to greet new and returning students at a
tent set up in the middle of campus. Students who stopped
by the Welcome Tent could pick up a bottle of water, a
Griffin Scratch day planner or the snack of the day - Gus’s
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Pretzels, hot dogs or cookies. Dr. Dennis Golden, Fontbonne’s
president, even spent a few hours passing out ice cream to
surprised students from the driver’s seat of a golf cart. The
Welcome Tent is just one of many new ways Fontbonne is
working to make students feel at home on campus.
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Late Night Hoops

Honoring a Leader

Ari annual Fontbonne event, Late Night with Lee McKinney once again

As Fontbonne University kicked off the school's

kicks off the upcoming basketball season on Nov. 13. Fontbonne men’s

third annual Dedicated Semester, the school

basketball alumni face off against the university’s current team, while

honored one of its own. Stephenie Paine-Saunders,

the women's team squares off against an alumni team, also. Doors

Fontbonne assistant professor of biological and

open at 8 p.m. The women’s game begins at 8:15 p.m. followed by the

physical sciences, accepted the university’s 2009

men v. alumni at 9 p.m. This event is free and open to all Fontbonne

Jason Sommer Dedicated Semester Award. She

students, alumni, friends and family. Contact the athletic department at

received the award for her leadership in the 2008

314.889.1444 or athletics@fontbonne.edu for more information.

dedicated semester experience, focused on the
United Nations Millennium Development Goals.

News at press time: McKinney to semi-retire. Read more at

v

www.fontbonne.edu/mckinney.

“I was thrilled to be such an integral part of last

... .
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year’s dedicated semester experience,” said PaineSaunders. “The topic, speakers and events allowed
our students, faculty and staff to more clearly

Ready for Inspection
Fontbonne University-is seeking comments from the public about
the university in preparation for its periodic evaluation by its regional
accrediting agency. We will undergo a comprehensive evaluation visit

understand — and now work toward — those goals
for world change.”
To learn more about this fall's dedicated semester,
visit www.fontbonne.edu/dedicated.

Feb. 1-3, 2010, by a team representing The Higher Learning Commission
of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. Fontbonne
has been accredited by the commission at the undergraduate level since
1948 and at the master’s level since 1975. The team will review our
ongoing ability to meet the commission’s criteria for accreditation.

Deck the Halls
Christmas Around Campus, a new Fontbonne
University tradition, welcomes alumni, students,

The public is invited to submit comments regarding Fontbonne University:

faculty, staff and their family members for a very

Public Comment on Fontbonne University

merry holiday event. Scheduled for Dec. 6 from 4-7

The Higher Learning Commission
30 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2400
Chicago IL 60602

p.m., it will offer festive activities for everyone, from
small children to the young at heart, throughout all
of Fontbonne’s buildings and grounds. So bundle
up, and don’t forget to put Fontbonne’s Christmas

Comments must address substantive matters related to the quality of the
institution or its academic programs. Comments must be in writing and
signed; comments cannot be treated as confidential. All comments must
be received by Jan. 1, 2010.

Around Campus on your calendar this year.
To learn more and to register for the event, visit
www.fontbonne.edu/cac.

Page Turning Programs

AB Hall

(from page 1)

including the addition of new biology and dietetics laboratories,
upgraded classrooms, a modernized greenhouse, a state-of-the-art
business conference room, a business library and a new student
lounge. The building will house Fontbonne’s science and business

KMOX Radio and the station’s well-known morning host
Charlie Brennan have been teaming up with Fontbonne
University for nearly five years to present an ongoing,
interactive monthly book club. Most recently, guests have
included Charles Duelfer, former United Nations weapons
inspector in Iraq, and Judy Shepard, who wrote about her 21year old son, Matthew, who was murdered in an anti-gay hate
crime in Wyoming in October 1998.

departments, as well as programs in fashion merchandising, dietetics,
family and consumer sciences, and early education for children.
“Many of the students who will benefit from these new resources
and modernized facilities will live and work in St. Louis after college,
so we’re glad to help these deserving students pursue a higher

With each new topic, the Fontbonne/KMOX Book Club
continues to provide opportunities for open discussion and
communication. Book club events are free and open to the
public.

education," said Laura Reeves, senior director, foundation and
corporate giving, Anheuser-Busch Foundation. “Anheuser-Busch is

More information can be found at www.fontbonne.edu/bookclub.

focused on giving back to educational institutions such as Fontbonne
because we know the positive impact education has on individual lives
and the community as a whole.”
Anheuser-Busch’s donation highlights the final phase of Fontbonne’s
$20 million comprehensive fundraising campaign “Now ... More Than

Instructor Writes HR Book

Ever.” Gifts, both large and small, are going toward scholarships,

Eric Schneider, a Fontbonne University Options instructor,
has recently published a business book titled “The H.R.
Predicament: Balancing Functional Excellence and Process
Integration.” Schneider draws upon more than 23 years of
human resources and information technology experience
to offer practical solutions to challenges facing many HR
departments today. The book is available through a number of
online retailers, includingamazon.com, and local bookstores.

renovations, new programs and more. Donations to support the
university’s educational mission are encouraged and welcome. Call
314-889-1469 for more information.

Mortenson

(from page 1)

Fontbonne Welcomes Guest Lecturer
Dr. Henry Petroski, professor of engineering at Duke University
and prominent author of more than a dozen books, paid
Fontbonne University a visit on Monday, Oct. 26. Petroski met
with the Fontbonne Community Connection for a luncheon in
the president’s reception room, then served as a guest lecturer
for a combined class of students taught by both Dr. Jason
Sommer, professor of English, and Dr. Mary Abkemeier,
professor of mathematics and computer education.

A Cup of Tea
Greg Mortenson, left, and Dr. Dennis Golden, Fontbonne president,
share a moment on campus.

in the sand, he made a promise to help them build a school.
From that promise eventually grew Mortenson’s non-profit

Mortenson began his life’s work following a 1993 aborted

Central Asia Institute, which promotes and supports community-

climb of K2, the world's second-highest peak. He had decided

based education in Pakistan and Afghanistan. Mortenson has

to make the climb in honor of his sister, who had died from a

also established “Pennies for Peace," an educational program that

massive seizure after a lifelong struggle with epilepsy. Less than a

prompts U.S. students in grade school and high school to learn

half-mile from the summit, Mortenson turned back to help a fellow

the rewards of sharing and working together to bring hope and

climber in trouble. He became separated from his group and

educational opportunities to children in Pakistan and Afghanistan.

ended up in a remote village where residents nursed him back to
health. After observing children sitting in the dirt writing with sticks

More information is available at www.gregmortenson.com.
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'Spirit'of People
Brings Alumna Back
by Elizabeth Hise

This 2006 alumna spent the last three years gaining experience in
the sports industry and now she’s back as associate athletic director
and administrator of women's sports at Fontbonne University.

LINK: What are your favorite memories of attending Fontbonne?
Maria Eftink: It would have to be the people — they embody the
spirit of Fontbonne. I cherish the time spent with friends in St.
Joe's, hanging out with my roommates, Coach Quigley’s practices,
bus trips with teammates and spirit weeks with volleyball, just to
name a few. I could write pages of memories, and I always enjoy
times with other alumni reminiscing about the experiences we had
and the memories we made during those four years. As a studentathlete, it was great to see Dr. and Mrs. Golden, Coach McKinney
and his wife, June, faculty, and staff attend games and activities

Quick Facts
- Grew up on a farm near Oran, a small town in Southeast
Missouri.
- 25 years old.
- 2006 Fontbonne graduate with bachelor’s in business
administration.
- Master’s in higher education with an emphasis in sports
administration - Southeast Missouri State University.
- Played basketball and volleyball for the Griffins.

on campus. That level of involvement with the students is not
evident at every university.

LINK: What are you most looking forward to now that you’re back?
M.E.: Seeing all of my college friends, teammates and roommates

LINK: What did you do after graduation?
M.E.: I realized that I enjoyed working in higher education

more often since I will be closer than in the past. Also, I am excited

and wanted to get into athletic administration. I landed an

to work with all the people that had such a huge impact on me

assistantship at Southeast Missouri State University and began

during my time as a student here, and I hope to have a similar

working on my master’s degree. I also pursued an internship with

positive impact on the lives of current student-athletes.

the American Junior Golf Association and spent the entire summer
traveling to west coast cities, setting up and running junior golf
tournaments. It was the best summer of my life and one of my

LINK: What are your plans for the athletic department?
M.E.: My primary goal is to continue to enrich the student-athlete

most rewarding professional experiences to date. Although the

experience and to work toward the continual enhancement of our

AJGA offered me a full-time position as a tournament coordinator,

athletic department as it fits into the mission of the university.

the University of Evansville counter-offered with a full-time position
as assistant director of external affairs — and I accepted. After a

LINK: What is your advice for other young alums looking to start

year, I was rewarded with a promotion to assistant athletic director

a career similar to yours?

for external affairs.

M.E.: Start getting experience however you can in whatever sports
industry you can now. It’s a very competitive field to enter, and

LINK: What made you want to return to Fontbonne?
M.E.: Again, the people. Any great university or business is built

my entrance is far from traditional. Additionally, I would highly

upon great people. This encompasses everyone who works at

seeking advice from them. My door is always open to any students

Fontbonne, whether it’s George or Miss Maggie in the dining

or alums who are interested in getting into college athletics.

recommend talking to people who are currently in the industry and

hall, the housekeeping staff, professors, coaches or the
administration.

Want to get in touch with Maria?
E-mail her at meftink@fontbonne.edu
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College as a Foundation

that school,’ and that school isn’t there any longer," Quigley

by Elizabeth Hise

said, explaining one of the implications of alumni support - or

“I don’t want to be one of those people who say, ‘I went to

lack thereof. “No matter where you are later in life, if you’re
happy with yourself, part of who you are was formed during
those college years." This formation, she believes, demands a
future commitment.
Quigley moved away from St. Louis after graduation,
returning for good 10 years later in 1977. She was immediately
asked to serve on the Fontbonne Alumni Board of Directors and
has remained closely involved as an alumna ever since.
“Through supporting Fontbonne, I give others the
opportunity to experience what I did,” Quigley said. “It’s
a way of giving back. I can’t put a price on the memories,
experiences and the excellent education."

1 don't want to be one of those people
who say, 'I went to that school,' and that
school isn't there any longer."
Rosemary Quigley almost didn’t attend Fontbonne
University. This 1967 graduate planned instead to study English

During the past 30 years, Quigley, now 64, chaired the first

at another school. But at the final hour, she agreed to check out

Fontbonne phone-a-thon to raise funds for the school, served

a few additional choices during a college fair at her high school

her graduating class as its alumni representative, volunteered

— St. Joseph’s Academy — and spoke with the then-director of

her time to a number of terms on the alumni board, and

the Fontbonne dietetics department. That conversation turned

most recently joined the Fontbonne Community Connection,

her life in a completely new direction.

a women’s giving circle. In 1990, she came back to her alma

Quigley spent the next four years enthusiastically involved in

mater to update her dietetics degree to re-enter the workforce.

the Fontbonne experience. To this day, she counts some of her

Now, she works in the clinical nutrition services department

favorite memories as those in which she lingered for long hours

of the John Cochran division of the St. Louis Veterans Affairs

in the arcades or cafeteria, sitting and talking with friends and

Medical Center, providing nutrition counseling to veterans with

classmates. And she still speaks appreciatively of Fontbonne

cardiovascular disease or cancer.

instructors and administrators, so many of whom provided

“The Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet laid the foundation

sound advice and exceptional support, she said. The years she

of community at Fontbonne, and Dr. Golden is keeping it alive.

spent at Fontbonne working toward her bachelor’s degree in

You don’t get that at a big school,” Quigley said.

dietetics made an impression on her, and she wants to ensure
that other generations enjoy the Fontbonne experience as well.

Griffin's Nest
Four floors up, a new nook has opened on Fontbonne
University’s campus. Located in Medaille Hall, the Griffin’s Nest
offers commuter students a place to hang their hats, stash their
stuff and put up their feet. Complete with lockers, a full kitchen,
cozy couches, a television and DVD player, and numerous study
tables, this new lounge is a home away from home.

And it is Fontbonne’s alumni who maintain the school’s
memories, embody its spirit and carry on its legacy.

Pep and Spirit Mark Reunion 2009
„ the Se0, 25-27 Fontbonne
Several hundred alumni reconnected with friends old and new at
the Sept, 2b
atthebept.
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University Alumni Reunion,
24-26,?niO.
2010.
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Here are just a few of the pictorial highlights! Mark your calendars for next year s

Rosemary Noser Pickle '61, left, and Kathleen Noser
Niemeyer '62 show off their Griffin pride at Alumni
Reunion Weekend 2009.

KUDOS!
Fontbonne honored five outstanding alumni for their dedication to the university
and the community with the 2009 Alumni Awards. The awards were presented
during Fontbonne’s annual alumni reunion weekend, Sept. 25-27: (left to
right) Sandra Gurnsey Lehrer 71, Professional Achievement Award; Mary Ann
Palmisano Hogan '62, Service to the Community Award; Mary Donnelly Black
’69, Service to the University Award; Edward J. Reggi ‘94, Young Alumni Award;
and Leslie Christian-Wilson ’96, OPTIONS Alumni Award.

GOING STRONG

Members of the Class of 1959 return to Fontbonne for a celebration of tl

V
Let's Go to the Show!
Fontbonne University’s Black Box Theatre 20092010 schedule is out, and you’re invited — no top
hat or kid gloves required. To purchase tickets for
Fontbonne Fine Arts productions, call 314-8891425. To purchase tickets for Mustard Seed Theatre
productions, call 314-719-8060.

Oct. 30-Nov. 22, 2009 — Mustard Seed Theatre
presents “Fiddler on the Roof,” directed by Deanna
Jent — Set in the 1940s as a family of descendants
from Anatevka comes together to tell the story of their
parents coming to America.

Dec. 3-5, 2009 — One-Act Festival, a Fine Arts
Production — Directed by students In the advanced
directing class.

Jan. 28-Feb. 7, 2010 - Mustard Seed Theatre
presents “Fires in the Mirror," written by Anna-Deveare
Smith and directed by Lori Adams — Based on
interviews with people involved in the riots between
Hasidic Jews and African Americans in Crown
Heights, N.Y., this play uses a small cast to tell a story
exploring the causes and effects of prejudice and
social Injustice. This show will also tour throughout the
brain trust

CsZTnZZ ot rr Can*e，’ “J，5，：
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Charity Dalton

3th reunion.

CSJ returned to ^
Fontbonne President); and M,
’
urned to campus for Alumni Reunion Weekend 2009

semester.

Feb. 19-21, 2010 — Student Showcase, a Fine Arts
Production — An opportunity for students to showcase
talents with scenes, monologues or songs of their
choice.

March 25-28, 2010 — “Fortinbras," a Fine Arts
Production, written by Lee Blessing and directed by
Deanna Jent — This comedy answers the question,
“What happened after Hamlet ended?"

April 23-May 9, 2010 — “Tartuffe," a Fine Arts
Production, written by Moliere, translated by Richard
Wilbur and directed by Deanna Jent — What is a poor
rich girl to do when her father is being conned by a
religious hypocrite? Join Mariane, her maid Dorine and
the rest of the family as they try to convince Orgon
that Tartuffe is Indeed an imposter. Translated from
Moliere’s French by Richard Wilbur, the witty rhyming
couplets keep the action moving as plots swirl and
power is stolen.
ru,v.rum AND CIRCUMSTANCE
Entering amid the flurry of a welcoming team at the Pep
eumon Party are Angie Fields MM ’02, left, and Apryl Field*

May 11, 2010 - Night at the Improv, a Fine Arts
Production — Performance by the improvisation class.

From

Alumna to

Tuckson worked full time after high school, exploring a

Ambassador

few different colleges along the way — none of them met her

by Elizabeth Hise

support, she enrolled in Fontbonne’s OPTIONS program and, in

needs. By the time she decided to turn her focus from career to
education, she had to balance her roles as working
professional, wife and mother of a small son. With her family’s
1999, earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration.
More than any other university she tried, Fontbonne fit her the
best. She credits a goal-setting course — an elective taught by
Carol Dillon, Fontbonne’s current director of counseling and
career development — with giving her the final push to pursue
her dream of working in human resources.
At the time, Tuckson had a good job, but she used the
techniques she learned in the class to visualize her goal and
apply for a new position, soon receiving word that she had been
hired. “I got to go back to that class and tell them that I had
achieved my goal,” she recalls.
Ten years later, Tuckson is the director of human resources
at America’s Center, overseeing the recruitment, hiring and
professional affairs of 173 full-time and 500-600 part-time
employees. She worked her way up from supervisor to director
and considers herself not just an employee, but a strategic
partner in the company. Tuckson is content with her life, and
she talks about her alma mater — the place where she received
her professional start — like she would a close friend, with notes
of appreciation and loyalty in her voice. She recommends it to
friends, to her son and to anyone else who will listen. And she
believes that, as with her job, she is a partner in its growth.

"... I wanted to get more
involved in the community and
Sporting a brilliantly purple Fontbonne University T-shirt,
Nila Tuckson arrived on the school’s Clayton campus, relaxed
and a smile on her face. On any other Tuesday, Tuckson, a

asked myself, ‘who helped me
the most?’ Fontbonne.”

Fontbonne alumna and the director of human resources for
the St. Louis Convention and Visitor’s Center, would already
be answering the hundred or so e-mails waiting for her in her
downtown St. Louis office. But today, a day off from work, she
has time to sit and enjoy the cool morning air.
Sitting on a bench on Fontbonne’s Clayton campus, Tuckson

“A few years ago, I wanted to get more involved in the
community and asked myself, ‘who helped me the most?’
Fontbonne,”’ she said. “I urge other alums to get involved and

admitted that when she was young, she never felt a connection

volunteer. You spend so much to get that degree. It’s important

to school. Instead of studying, she envisioned herself jumping

to give back — I recommend it to everyone.”

into a career and earning her own paycheck. So it may seem

Tuckson began volunteering at alumni events and then was

strange that this alum, who once avoided academics, is now

asked to serve on the alumni board. Her term now almost over,

one of Fontbonne’s most enthusiastic ambassadors. “Going

she plans to stay active in the Fontbonne community.

to Fontbonne was the best thing I ever did,” Tuckson said

“Everything you do leads you in the path you’re supposed to go,”

emphatically. “Once I got the school bug, I knew that it would

she explained. “It was meant for me to go this path. It’s been

take me places."

good for both my education and my career.”
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You’ve probably seen them at some parade or event in St.

1

knowing Clarkson’s passion for dancing, encouraged her to

Louis, smiling, curls bouncing, feet flying. The dancers from

teach Irish dance for students at the school. Clarkson seized the

the Clarkson School of Irish Dance aren’t known for staying in

opportunity.

the shadows, and they’re hard to miss in their brightly colored

To become certified as an Irish dance instructor, Clarkson had

costumes. It’s clear from their enthusiasm that the dancers —

to pass an expensive, six-section exam that includes practical,

and their instructor, Mary Clarkson, a 1984 Fontbonne University

written and oral tests. It can only be taken in Ireland and select

alumna — love what they do.

cities like Boston and New York, and, if taken in the U.S., it is only

Clarkson has danced since she was five. Her mother, from
Ireland, enrolled her in tap and ballet classes because, at the
time, Irish dance lessons weren’t available in St. Louis. Seven
years later, Clarkson’s mother discovered an Irish dance instructor

given once in each city per year. And even then, examiners only
offer a limited number of seats.
Clarkson traveled to Boston for four days in 1990, passing the
exam and returning home as the only Irish dance instructor in the

in Webster Groves, a woman who held dance classes in her living

St. Louis area at the time to be fully accredited and certified by

room after Sunday morning mass.

the Irish dancing commission. She began the Clarkson School of

“When I went to Irish dance, I didn’t know that I was good —

Irish Dance with only 15 girls practicing and performing in rented

I just loved it," Clarkson said. “My other dance lessons laid the

space. Since then, the school has grown to 140 students and

foundation. I loved Irish dance immediately."

makes its home at a well-equipped studio in Manchester, Mo., a

She continued dancing throughout her four years as a deaf
education major at Fontbonne, a college she chose for its

suburb in west St. Louis County.
“We have something for everyone," Clarkson said, proud of

small size, solid education, and friendly, inviting environment.

her dancers. “Some students just take classes during the school

She graduated with a dual degree in both deaf education and

year, others perform in shows or parades. But some students are

elementary education.

very competitive and dance all year. We have world medal holders

“When I graduated from Fontbonne, I taught fourth grade. The
woman I taught with graduated a year ahead of me at a different

dancing with us.”
So how does she do it? How does she balance 140 dancers with

college,” she said. “I found that I had so many more teaching

19 first-graders and the management of a classroom? “Well, I do

techniques and my education was much more thorough. I was so

a lot of dry cleaning, and I don’t cook," she laughed. “But also,

much more prepared because of my Fontbonne education."

I’m very organized. I keep a calendar, and I’m very conscious and

Now, in addition to instructing Irish dancers of all ages,

strict about following it. At the beginning of every August, I take a

Clarkson teaches first grade at St. James the Greater, a
private Catholic grade school in Dogtown, the famously Irish
neighborhood of St. Louis. It was here the school’s principal,

week off from dance, and I schedule the whole year.”
But busy as she is, Mary Clarkson just loves to dance. And this
Fontbonne alumna wouldn’t schedule her life any other way.

All Children
Can Learn
by Elizabeth Hise

Teaching comes easily for Ann Deddens. The daughter of
two educators, this 2005 Fontbonne graduate has always
known she wanted to become a teacher. And now that the St.
Louis Special School District (SSD) has recognized her as the
2009 Teacher of the Year, it’s clear that others also feel her
Innate ability is a gift.
“Since I was young, I loved playing school," Deddens said.

miel hod a naughty little nanny goat,

¿ver ate a single oat,
bled on his overcoat,

“I learned quickly that I am motivated to teach from the intrinsic
reward of educating others.”

si had a naughty little nanny goat,
e was Nannabelle.

Deddens is employed by SSD but teaches for the Ladue
School District in the communications classroom at Spoede
Elementary School. SSD collaborates with partner school
districts to provide technical and individualized education and
support services for students. Deddens began her career with
SSD as a substitute teacher, later accepting a position as an
applied behavioral analysis therapist. She then worked her way

time and, with her husband, raise her own family of three

up from a paraprofessional to a classroom teacher, and for four

children.

years, has taught in her current position.

Career Builders is a program designed primarily for people

“My teaching philosophy is simply that all children can

already working in a school setting who want to pursue teacher

learn,” she said. “Human beings are lifelong learners, and we

certification in special education while earning a bachelor’s or

as teachers are responsible for obtaining the knowledge we

master’s degree.

require to teach and challenge our students appropriately. My

“Fontbonne offers an excellent staff of experienced

number one priority while teaching is to ensure that everyone

professors who offer endless strategies and knowledge to teach

involved — teachers and students — are having fun."

all learning abilities,” Deddens said. “Observing the staff’s
capacity to adapt materials to meet all learning styles for college

My number one priority while
teaching is to ensure that everyone
involved — teachers and students —
are having fun.”

students was a great model for me, as a student, to prepare for
meeting the needs of my own students.”
Kathy Schwarting directs the Career Builders program and
believes that many Career Builder graduates, like Deddens, have
the potential to receive high accolades. “What stood out about
Ann was her sincere interest in students, coupled with her energy
and enthusiasm," she said. “She always projected the belief that

Deddens teaches a wide range of elementary school students
with varying abilities. The joy and passion she exudes while
teaching are obvious.
“Learning should always be a positive experience, and we
must believe that students can accomplish any goal we set for
them,” she asserts.
Deddens was already working as an applied behavioral

anything is possible if we just approach the task in an appropriate
way. And I think that is how she approaches her students too.”
But for Deddens, receiving the teacher of the year award
wasn’t about her at all.
“This award validates all of the planning and effort the team
of people I collaborate with have put forth on a daily basis,”
Deddens said. “I am surrounded by an amazing group of skilled

analysis therapist when she decided to earn her master’s degree

professionals, who share their resources with me to ensure

and certification in special education. Her coworkers suggested

student success. This award allowed me the opportunity to thank

Fontbonne. She soon found that the university’s flexible Career

my team for their commitment to our students and our goals for

Builders program made it possible to attend school, work full

our school.”
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1990

Judith A. Miller, CSJ ’64 has joined the
Norbertine Center for Spirituality at St.
Norbert Abbey in De Pere, Wis., where
she will offer spiritual direction, programs
on prayer, retreats and days of reflection.

Christine K. Stuckenschneider ’92
was the recipient of the East Central
College Outstanding Alumna Award for
2009. For the past 11 years she has

Susan Palma Galloway ’67 was recently
honored as the teacher of the year
for Reed Elementary School in the
Ladue School District in Ladue, Mo. A
kindergarten teacher, she received special
recognition as part of a new program
being implemented among Ladue Schools
to recognize teachers who are dedicated,
knowledgeable, inspiring, respected and
skilled, and who are active members in
both the school and the community.

1970
Anne McCormack 74 was honored with
a 2009 Emerson Excellence in Teaching
Award. McCormack is a computer
educator at St. Gerard Majella Catholic
School in Kirkwood, Mo., and is currently
enrolled at Fontbonne, earning her
master's in computer education.
Mary Bales Piper 77 was named
interim superintendent of the Hazelwood
School District in Hazelwood, Mo. She
began her career in education in 1977
and has been with the district for 10
years. She was previously the associate
superintendent for curriculum and
instruction.

1980
Mary Edington Mercurio ’85 was honored
with a 2009 CFO Award from the St.
Louis Business Journal. She has helped
build Gundaker Commercial Group into
one of the largest commercial developers
in St. Louis. She started as an assistant
controller with the company and is now
the chief financial officer and senior vice
president of finance.

in

memory

worked at the Washington Missourian as
a columnist and book editor. She has also
written and published her own book, “Twist
of Fate: The Miracle Colt and his Friends.”
Tonya R. Smith MBA ’98 has joined
MetLife in Chesterfield, Mo., as a
financial services representative.
Kathryn Adams Seppi ’99 MS ’05 and
her husband, Mike, announce the arrival
of their son, Ryan Jacob Seppi, born on
May 22, 2009. He joins big sister Lauren.
Timothy Fitch MM ’99 was promoted
to chief of police of the St. Louis County
Police Department. He has been a
member of the St. Louis County Police
Department since 1983 and has held a
variety of positions of rank in all divisions.
He was formerly a Fenton, Mo., precinct
commander.
Christopher Rupert MBA ’99 married
Bridget Westhoff July 25, 2009, in
Kirkwood, Mo. He is employed at Maritz.

2000
Sara P. Hoffman ’01 MA ’03 MFA ’08
finished her first year of teaching at
Savannah College of Art and Design
in the School of Foundation Studies in
Savannah, Ga. She was recently awarded
the college’s Presidential Fellowship
to attend and exhibit in the 12th
International Ibsen Conference at Fudan
University in Shanghai, China.
Kristian T. Reese ’01 is engaged to
Neely Miller. He is employed by Network
Solutions of Belleville, III., as a senior
engineer.
Ryan J. Richert ’01 is engaged to
Jennifer Phelps. Ryan is currently
employed at Schnuck Market Inc.

Elizabeth Frey McCarthy ’02 MS ’03
and her husband, Ryan, announce the
arrival of their newest family member,
Molly Elizabeth McCarthy, born on
April 27, 2009.
Catherine Rodgers-Edmonds ’02
MBA ’05 was elected to the Lutheran
Foundation of St. Louis board of directors.
Lucille S. Gintz ’03 is a second-grade
teacher at St. Raphael the Archangel
Catholic Church in St. Louis, Mo. She
was one of nine Archdiocesan teachers
who won the Archbishop Raymond Burke
Teacher Excellence Award for the 20082009 school year.
Kevin D. Lurten MA ’03 is an Army
specialist and graduated from basic
combat training at Fort Still in Lawton, Okla.
Patricia L. Francis ’03 has completed
requirements for the Certified Medical
Practice Executive designation. She
is an office manager for Southeast
Missouri Hospital’s Plaza Primary
Care, Pulmonary Clinic, Endocrinology
Associates and the Campus Health
Clinic at Southeast Missouri State
University in Cape Girardeau. She
is also president of the Southeast
Missouri Chapter of the Medical Group
Management Association.
Laura Craft O’Hara ’03 MS ’05 and her
husband, Tom, announce the arrival of
their son, Luke, born on March 9, 2009.
He joins big brother, Jack. She graduated
from Saint Louis University in May 2008
with a doctorate in education. She is
employed by the Collinsville School District
as a speech-language pathologist. She
is also an adjunct faculty member in
Fontbonne’s department of communication
disorders and deaf education.
Sarah R. Stock ’04 MS ’06 is engaged
to Chris Deckert. She is employed by
the Special School District in St. Louis,
Mo., and is working at the Parkway
Early Childhood Center as a speechlanguage pathologist.

Sarah Giannobile ’04 MFA ’05 was
recognized for her artwork at the 2008
St. Louis Art Fair. One of her paintings
was chosen for the fair’s limited edition
commemorative offset reproduction print.
Sean P. Bruñe ’05 is engaged to Mary
Kate Williams. A November wedding is
planned. Sean is currently employed by
Michael Hoelscher in Washington, Mo., as
an accountant.
Kit Breshears MM ’07 was hired as the
web and e-communication manager at
the University of Missouri-St. Louis, a
position he formally held at Fontbonne.
Maria Eftink ’06 has been hired as
associate athletic director and administrator
of women's sports at Fontbonne.
Previously she served as assistant
athletics director for external affairs at the
University of Evansville in Evansville, Ind.
Dorothy A. Edwards ’07 started her own
business, Robbie’s Health Bar in Webster
Groves, Mo., which features live jazz
music, a healthy food menu, and alcoholic
and nonalcoholic beverages.
Kendal Whitaker ’07 is engaged to
Jonathan D. Jackson ’07. Kendal is
employed by the Suburban Journals
as an account executive. Jonathan is a
project manager at Duggan Contracting
in St. Peters, Mo.
Amanda Norrenberns ’08 is engaged to
Mike Davis. She is employed as a special
education teacher with the Fox C-6 School
District in Jefferson County, Mo.
Robyn K. Plummer MA ’08 is teaching
at Hoech Middle School in St. Ann, Mo.,
in the Ritenour School District through
the Special School District.
Elizabeth Sharpe-Taylor ’09 is a
communication specialist for Missouri’s
Workforce Development Division. She
served in the Missouri communications
department of Barack Obama’s
presidential campaign, starting as a
volunteer and working her way up to
deputy press secretary.

Mary Riechmann Boyer ‘48

Patricia Huesman Gallino ‘56

Donna Dlugos Sunderdick 71

of Hickory, North Carolina - April 13, 2009

of Zelienople, Pennsylvania - May 14, 2009

Of Columbia, Maryland - April 2, 2009

Helen Miller ‘30

Ann D. Tassone, CSJ ‘49

Carol McCormick McTigue

Lynda Puncho Kinder 79

May 17, 2009

of St. Louis, Missouri - June 29, 2009

of St. Louis, Missouri - March 28, 2009

of Sidney, Ohio - May 18, 2009

Kathryn Mercurio Monahan ‘37

Clare Burke McGinty ‘52

Patricia Lombardo Biffignani ‘61

Neil J. O’Sullivan ‘86

of Chesterfield, Missouri - July 2, 2009

of St. Louis, Missouri - July 18, 2009

of St, Louis, Missouri - July 27, 2009

of Ballwin, Missouri - June 13, 2009

Jean F. Sandweg, CSJ ‘37

Patricia Judd Rickhoff ‘52

Elizabeth Deutsch, CSJ ‘61

Sonny Garner, Jr. MM ‘02

of St. Louis, Missouri - July 10, 2009

of St. Louis, Missouri - March 18, 2009

of St. Louis, Missouri - May 19, 2009

of Florissant, Missouri - April 19, 2009

Mary Roche Bruntrager ‘43

Virginia May Palmer ‘53

Mary T. Hagan, CSJ ‘64

James M. Meyer ‘03

of Ballwin, Missouri - April 22, 2009

of Lees Summit, Missouri - July 18, 2009

of Hillsboro, Missouri - April 24, 2009

of Webster Groves, Illinois - August 3, 2009

Mel Patton

Elizabeth Lucas Gilbert ‘45

Kathleen M. Carroll, CSJ ‘54

Elaine Lamm, CPPS ‘68

of Chesterfield, Missouri - June 5, 2009

of St. Louis, Missouri - June 13, 2009

of O’Fallon, Missouri - June 6, 2009

of Columbia, Illinois - August 17, 2009

Colleen Richey Mogab ‘46

Mary C. Deken, CSJ ‘54

Ann Schumacher Schwartz ‘68

Former Vice President of Business

of St. Louis, Missouri - April 4, 2009

of St. Louis, Missouri - March 28, 2009

of Naperville, Illinois - March 20, 2009
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Change service requested

getting

walked
all over

Join Fontbonne University’s Project Brick by Brick. Become part of Fontbonne’s

never

legacy by having your name, the name of a loved one or a message engraved on a
commemorative brick, paving the walkways in front of Fontbonne’s Anheuser-Busch
Hall (formerly the Science Building) or the East Building. Proceeds from your donation
will go toward renovation of AB Hall, a project that signifies an important step in
Fontbonne’s growth and vitality.
Choose between a $200 or $1,000 brick.

Find out more and/or order your brick now at www.fontbonne.edu/brick.
For more information, call 314.719.8044 or e-mail swallace@fontbonne.edu.

Link is published by the Fontbonne University Communications and Marketing Department.

